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The article analyzes the features of the lexical-semantic field “time”, studies its 

structure, thematic groups of vocabulary in the designation of time segments, traces 

the connection between the philosophy of the author's worldview through the prism 

of time measurements with the linguistic means of its expression on the material of 

the artistic works of Vinnytsia region writers have been analyzed.  

The article is devoted to the questions of structuring of the lexical-semantic field 

“time”, the temporal nominations in terms of phraseologisms, used in the stories, are 

considered and described, as well as the examples of authors' linguistic means on the 

designation of time segments formed on the basis of ethnographic observations. In 

the structure of the lexical-semantic field “time”, three main components are defined: 

the core time, center – words that denote time intervals and belong to the thematic 

groups “seasons”, “part of the day”, “names of periods of life” and peripheral 

organization: adjective-noun phrases in which the word with the significance of 

temporality loses independence and acquires the shades of the meaning of the word 

with which it is combined, as well as elements of extra-fidelity unity that do not 

indicate temporality directly, but contribute to the understanding of the text by the 

reader, causing he has a number of associations: tactile, visual, auditory, olfactory, 

and so on. 

Key words: lexical-semantic field, thematic group, temporal nominations, field of 

nucleus, center of the field, peripheral organization. 
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Since the end of the nineteenth century, lexical-semantic fields are at the center of 

attention of researchers-linguists, because language is the mirror of the inner world of 

the speaker, his worldview, mental and national peculiarities, and in some cases 

characterizes the life of the era, its mood, specificity. In Soviet times, the language of 

creativity of many Ukrainian writers was left out of the attention of researchers, 

although often distinguished by bright, unusual author language means. The creation 

of Vinnytsia region writers was also not the subject of study in the aspect of 

actualization of lexical-semantic fields important for the restoration of the national-

language picture of the world. 

Also, the lexical-semantic field “time” as a specific means of authors’ perception of 

the world through language units which is the relevance of the proposed intelligence 

hasn’t been analyzed yet.  

O. Tsobenko determines in the structure of the lexico-semantic field the nuclear and 

peripheral zones. The researcher divides the nuclear zone into the nucleus and the 

medial zone, and the peripheral zone is a separate group and consists mainly of 

nominations that are the least numerous in the English language. [1, p. 195–196]. 

On the basis of our study, according to the principle of the degree of prevalence of 

these or other nominations, it would be practically impossible to classify the lexical-

semantic field, since the study material is not a dictionary material but a living 

author's language. So, analyzing the different approaches to classifying the structural 

components of the lexical-semantic field, we take into account the structural-semantic 

approach.  

In the structure of the lexical-semantic field “time” three main components are 

defined. They are: the core time: В цей час до їхнього слуху долинув важкий 

гуркіт (2, p. 298), center – words that denote time intervals and belong to the 

thematic groups “seasons” which includes 4 central nominations: winter, spring, 

summer, autumn: Зимою вмирати – найгірше діло. Зимою землі не вгризеш. От 

весною земля пухкенька, але ж умирати весною жалко (1, p. 136); А зима в тім 

краю, де жив Тико, тягнеться довше, ніж весна, літо та осінь разом (12, 

p. 470); Літо минуло. Випав сніг, пухкий і білий. Почалась холодна зима (12, 
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p. 470); Не так давно я ішов безлюдними полями, щоб побачити, як зима 

стрічається з літом (10, p. 66); “part of the day” which includes 4 central 

elements: night, morning, day, evening: Стояла темна ніч, холодна, вітряна, 

добра, хоч і дощу не було (3, p. 243); У сірих сувоях світанку, які згортав день, 

наче ткач своє полотно після безсонної ночі, я добре бачив Стратіонову 

посмішку, таку знайому жителям Чорного лісу (4, p. 34); Вечір знімав з вікон 

сизу барву, і вони темніли, немов крила гайворонів (8, p. 312); “names of periods 

of life”: Яринка уявляє собі, як до діда знехотя збираються в гості молоді літа 

(9, p. 36); Мій вік постарів, а сон помолодшав, - як пішов опівночі 

парубкувати, та й досі не повертається на очі. (9, p. 36).   

The next is peripherial organization which includes 2 types. They are adjective-noun 

phrases, in which the word with the significance of temporality loses independence: 

winter tale, dawn frost: На зиму воно [лоша] замохнатіло, було все в інеї і від 

того добре якесь та ніби не з цього суворого світу, а прибилось сюди із зимової 

казки (6, p. 50); Досвітній морозець з’їдав туман, перетворюючи його на 

колючу мряку, що голками впивалася в обличчя (6, p. 60). 

The second acquires the shades of the meaning of the word with which it is 

combined, as well as elements of extra-fidelity unity that do not indicate temporality 

directly, but contribute to the understanding of the text by the reader, causing he has a 

number of associations: tactile, visual, auditory, olfactory and so on: На його обличчі 

тануть перші сніжинки (5, p. 150). 

Occasionally there are sentences that do not have a direct clear semantic relationship 

with time concepts and pass from the lexical-semantic field to the associative, 

indicating time intervals in words that do not indicate temporality directly, but are 

directed to the internal interaction of the author with the reader in terms of 

temporality in the intuitive levels of perception of the texts [2]. We can notice the 

intuitive level of text perception, when the authors use some difficult constructions: 

the bread of the childhood, the old smile, the stars of the childhood and so on: Це був 

найкращий хлiб мого дитинства! (7, p. 468); В його очах, обведених тiнями 

голоду, з’явилася давня усмiшка життєлюба, а в моїх – сльоза... (7, p. 461); Я 
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пам’ятаю, як урочисто проводжали в поле плугатарiв iз раннiм плугом (7, 

p. 468); Зараз Юхрим, хизуючись пiдписарською вченiстю, пишається серед 

парубкiв, лускає насiння i пiдсмiюється над дiвчатами, що, спiваючи, «садять 

василя» – зiлля юностi (7, p. 476); Я вдячно прихиляюсь до дiда i мiж зорями 

мого дитинства розшукую вечiрню зорю поета, що буде менi сяяти все 

життя... (7, p. 559); Уже сонце потроху почало визбирувати росу, коли я 

доїхав до Якимівської загорожі (7, p. 498); Вони не сполохали тюленів, бо 

нагадували легке тріскання криги в морозні дні (11, p. 78). 

Elements of the lexical-semantic field of temporality clearly demonstrate the author's 

style, describe in detail his feelings and experiences through the prism of the artistic-

figurative ideological system, forming a peculiar code of author's perception 

perceived in metaphors [3, p. 198]. Because of complex of lexical-syntactical 

elements, which lead the reader to the perception and understanding of the temporal 

field through the influence on his subconscious, causing certain ideas and feelings, 

the reader perceives the work not as a certain external object, but as part of his own 

feelings, thoughts, experiences that arise and coexist in the linguistic consciousness 

outside the text. 

Conclusions. The analysis of the studied works shows that in the structure of the 

lexical-semantic field "time" there are three main components: the kernel (time), the 

center of the field (thematic groups "parts of the day": morning, day, evening, night; 

"seasons": winter, spring, summer, autumn, and their adverbs, verbs, and adjectives; 

"periods of life": youth, old age, childhood, youth) and peripheral organization: 

lexemes in adverb-noun phrases that have lost their original lexical meaning and 

meaning that they are paired with and glass days are lexical-syntactic elements that 

lead the reader to the perception and understanding of the temporal field through the 

influence on his subconscious, causing certain ideas and feelings. In this way, the 

reader perceives the work not as a certain external object, but as part of his own 

feelings, thoughts, experiences that arise and coexist in the linguistic consciousness 

outside the text. 
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